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Plant collections no. 9-13.

These are plants from Seoul. Plants that no one notice but are
everywhere. Or that is, they are noticed but as something only
to get rid off. They are wild growing species. Also called
weeds. Many of them may actually be old medical herbs. No mat-
ter how dry it gets, or hot, they will grow and find their way in
every city scape. As if they silently claim back land, regar-
dsless of ownership, borders, power, money, politics or urban
planning. They are extremely undemanding and hardy. If a surface
has a crack or a house is demolished and the soil is left na-
ked for a short while, it is very likely you will soon see some
of these plants growing there. Often they are hardy as they are
native to the country and as so they have a natural seed bank in
the ground at all times. However it is common that also plants
brought in from other countries may have accustomed so well that
also they will survive these merciless conditions. If a foreign
plant grows too well and is an aggressive competition to local
plants, we call them ’invasive’ species. But no matter native
or foreign, all these plants are rarely noticed as other than
mess. Instead we are waiting for the house to be replaced on
the temporarily empty site. The missing of any kind of construc-
tion is more an ”in between function” than something in itself.
Which means people rather use the site as a dump yard. There is
”nothing” there anyway. But there is plenty - only depending on
the eye that looks, the mindset that perceives or the ideal with
which we strive for.



List of spicies
30 Tongui-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul
11.08.16

Note: (IP) = invasive plant

Garden cosmos / Cosmos bipinnatus / Stolt Kaveler
TIARA (IP)
Rough potato / Metaplexis japonica / -
uz7}a|
Frost Aster / Aster pilosus / Asters
D|I2&50| (IP)
Evening primrose / Oenothera biennis / Natlys
EHYOIZ (IP)
Annual Fleabane / Erigeron annuus / Smalstradle
=z (IP)
Giant Foxtail / Setaria faberii / Skarmaks
HEYotAE
Basket willow / Salix viminalis / Band-Pil
H=
Horseweed / Conyza canadensis / Canadisk Bakkestjerne
Yz
Dandelion / Taraxacum officinale / Alm. Malkebgtte
MFRISe (IP)
Indian lettuce / Lactuca indica / Salat
AL
Japanese mugwort / Artemisia princeps / Bynke
=
Japanese elm / Ulmus davidiana var. Japonica / Japansk Elm
EEL=R
Asian copperleaf / Acalypha australis / Acalypha
M=
White Mulberry / Morus alba / Hvid Morbar
BUD
Prickly lettuce / Lactuca scariola / Tornet salat
IHAIAZ (1P)
Greater celandine /Chelidonium majus var.Asiaticum /Svaleurt
Oi7|S=
Sowthistle / Sonchus brachyotus / Svinemalk
AHEIZE
Cypress vine seeds / Quamoclit pennata / Pragtsnerle
QEZ (IP)
Silverlace Vine / Fallopia dentatoalata / Arkitektens tregst
=2Hog=
Daisy family / Crepidiastrum sonchifolium / Kurveblomst fam.
=ty
White snakeroot / Eupatorium rugosum / Hvid Hjortetrgst
MYsSEL= (IP)
Creeping red fescue / Festuca rubra / Re¢d Svingel
2oy

Amaranth family / Achyranthes fauriei / Amaranth fam.
EHA|lD2

2T =
Boston ivy / Parthenocissus tricuspidata / Radhusvin
gYolg= (1P)
Japanese morning / glory Pharbitis nil / Bla Snerle
LIEZ (IP)
Virginia pepperweed /Lepidium virginicum /Virginsk karse
SCHEdo] (1P)
Shaggy soldier / Galinsoga ciliata / Kirtel-Kortstrale
ZEZO0MAH| (IP)
White goosefoot / Chenopodium album / Hvidmelet Gasefod
SIHoLE
Spanish needles / Bidens bipinnata / Brgndsel
TS



Plant Collection no. 8
Siljangade 5-7, Copenhagen
13.06.2016

A Hwa-hwan is a Korean flower arrangement. Hwa-hwan means ’three
circles on top of each other’ and according to Korean traditions
it is used for celebrations; colorful decorations is for happy
occasions, white only is for mournful events. It was made in a
wasteland site in Copenhagen prior to an exhibition in Seoul 2016.
I have known this site ever since the last building was demolished
in 2002. There were plans about new apartment buildings. Apparent-
ly plans are still the same, but being neighbour to the headqauter
of Hells Angel have seemed to make inventors hesitate. To great
advantage to the plants. In the years that the site has been left
to itself, plants have been thriving. I remember the big chestnut
tree, but apart from that I wonder where all the other species
come from. Most of the species to be found here, are amongst the
most hardy existing, native as well as introduced. The soil is nu-
trient depleted; an ideal habitate for these species, and increa-
singly harder to find.

Elder flowers / Sambucus nigra / Almindelig Hyld
SHAC|2)
Rosebay willowherb / Chamerion angustifolium / Alm.Gederams
YT AE|E2 ST 22
St. John’s Wort / Hypericum perforatum / Prikbladet Perikon

MNenEL2
Perennial Pea / Lathyrus latifolius / Arteblomst
A9|ET]
Curly Dock / Rumex crispus / Kruset Skrappe
22|40

Scentless Mayweed/Tripleurospermum perforatu/Lugtlegs Kamille
HE2X2tSIHE
Rough Chervil / Chaerophyllum temulum / Alm. Hulsveb
HE=SH=22E
Giant Hogweed / Heracleum mantegazzianum / Kampebjgrneklo
2|7 t2[ Otz 0f 4=2
Common Poppy / Papaver rhoeas / Korn-Valmue
2N b
Fuller’s teasel / Dipsacus fullonum / Garde-kartebolle
SESUENZ
Cornflower / Centaurea cyanus / Kornblomst

efl=st
Wall Barley / Hordeum murinum / Gold Byg
He|E
Common Chicory / Cichorium intybus / Almindelig Cikorie
2172]

Crownvetch / Securigera varia / Giftig Kronvikke
LEZIL=
Narrowleaf Plantain / Plantago Llanceolata / Lancet-Vejbred
270|
Lesser Burdock / Arctium minus / Liden Burre
Dl=A0E|S
Common Reed / Phragmites australis / Tagre¢r
MBI
Viper’s bugloss / Echium vulgare / Slangehoved
=707 1=
Common bugloss / Anchusa officinalis / Lage-Oksetunge
OFQ AL
Wild Mignonette / Reseda lLutea / Gul Reseda
SH|OF MICH
Canada Thistle / Cirsium arvense / Ager-Tidsel
HHCrY E 3
Common Mallow / Malva sylvestris / Almindelig Katost
chop=
ovl=



Plant Collection no. 9
512, Yeongdong-daero, Gangnam-gu, Seoul
10.08.16

Seoul is a city that during recent dacades has experienced an
impressive growth in size, number of population and general
standard of life. Only one generation ago there used to be fields
of apple trees in Gangnam. Today it is densely build with high-
rises and you can hardly find an empty plot of land here. It is
the most expensive area of Seoul and famously known for extrava-
gant fashion stores and living - and for a particular song. The
site where these plants have been collected from is centrally
situated in Gangnam. There used to be office buildings housing
the governmental administrative of the City Electricity.That
is - I was never allowed in but colleced the plants from right
underneath the fences from outside. Right opposite the site is
a huge sculpture of the Gangnam Style hand position - in gold -
known from the pop song hit by Korean PSY Gangnam Style in 2012.
As the address is one of the last remaining building sites in
the Gangnam area, it went into a historical intense bidding pro-
cess between Samsung and Hundai in becoming the new owner of the
site. It was won by Hundai with an unusual high bid.

Asiatic Dayflower / Commelina communis / Himmelblomst
HoldE

Frost Aster / Aster pilosus / Asters
DI2&450| (IP)

Giant Foxtail / Setaria faberii / Skarmaks
712 Z0tAE

Common Crabgrass / Digitaria ciliaris / Fingeraks
H240



Plant Collection no. 10
30 Tongui-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul
11.08.16

It has turned out to be difficult to find empty sites in Seoul.
Sites I can enter and that are centrally located with a sence of
being forgotten. Places where the vegetation during some years
has been left to grow wild and for the time being has escaped
the urban planning. This is the only real wasteland site of its
kind I manage to find in whole of Seoul. It is hidden behind the
main streets in a densely build area, the Gyeongbok area. It is
a fairly small site, probably once built with a small tradional
korean house like the surrounding houses. However no one knows
much about that or how long it has been abandoned for. They tell
me it is hard to find out. The soil is very poor and the condi-
tions for the plants are tough. The temperatures are unusually
high this year for the month of August, but the plants still
seem to cope. They are hardy species.

Giant Foxtail / Setaria faberii / Skzrmaks
A=A

Common barnyardgrass / Echinochloa crus-galli / Hanespore
E]Il
=

Rough potato / Metaplexis japonica / -
SESE

Japanese elm / Ulmus davidiana var. Japonica / Japansk Elm
LELR

Horseweed / Conyza canadensis / Canadisk Bakkestjerne
OF=
o

Frost Aster / Aster pilosus / Asters
D250 (1P)

Evening primrose / Oenothera biennis / Natlys
SU0IZ (IP)



Plant Collection no. 11
30 Tongui-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul
11.08.16

We have to climb the fence to enter the site. It makes me a
little anxious and for a short moment I fear the consequences.
As we make our observations, make notes and pick a variety of
plants a man in a green shirt turns up and watches us. He seems
very puzzled by what we are doing but he say nothing. It turns

out he is a kind of care taker of the site and he knows a little
about the ownership of the site. That is, he knows that they

can’t find the owner. But as several people are interested in the

site no one can agree on what to do. The only thing he seems to
care about is that we should not pick the cosmos, because so-

meone planted them there. Unfortunately it is already too late.
Amongst the twentynine species we have registered, I have cho-
sen, and picked, the Cosmos as the primary flower for the next

flower arrangement. Garden cosmos is native to Mexico but highly
invasive in Korea, however in Denmark it is a beloved garden

plant.

Garden cosmos / Cosmos bipinnatus / Stolt Kaveler
TIARA (IP)

Rough Potato / Metaplexis japonica / -
]

Frost Aster / Aster pilosus / Asters
DI224E0| (IP)



Plant Collection no. 12
30 Tongui-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul
11.08.16

Another day of extreme hot weather. Even early out I don’t have
much time to work with the plants under these high temperatures.
I have come early because this is also when the Evening primrose
flower is still open. I am familiar with this plant from home,
where it is a wild growing plant too. It is also to be found
cultivated as a perennial in gardens, although it can proof a
challenge to get it started. Evening primrose is a night flo-
wer and only flowers during the night. It attracts certain night
insects. On this site it thrives as a bush which I have never
seen before. It is a very beautiful flower. If you come across it
do take the time to watch the flower unfold, it takes about half
an hour. But it is not native to Korea and is classified inva-
sive. From looking at the site you can tell it grows well in the
Korean climate. I have had a guide taking me around the city.
He tells me that all flowers for making flower bouquets in South
Korea are imported from Holland, regardless that climate here is
perfect for growing a great varity of flowers. Shortly after I
have finished working at the site, all plants are cut down. As if

serving to demonstrate that I should stay away.

Evening primrose / Oenothera biennis / Natlys
S90|Z (1P)
= =

Giant Foxtail / Setaria faberii / Skarmaks
72 Z0tA|Z



Plant Collection no. 13
24, Jahamun-ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul
13.08.16

An old fashioned sashimi restaurant burned down in 2015 and the
neighbouring parking lot saw the chance to expand their area. A
strip of land between the parking area and the pavement was left
with bare soil and not covered with concrete. A fence separates
the private area from the street, but there seem to be no other
deliberate plan than that. Instead a random variety of plants
seem to have made their own plan.

Giant Foxtail / Setaria faberii / Skarmaks
A=A

Common Crabgrass / Digitaria ciliaris / Fingeraks
H240

Common barnyardgrass / Echinochloa crus-galli / Hanespore
E]Il
=

Spiny Sow-thistle / Sonchus asper / Ru Svinemalk
YIS (IP)

Awned Rice Galingale / Cyperus microiria / Fladaks
FYSAIL

Lance-leaved Tickseed / Coreopsis lanceolata / Skgnhedsgje

Z2s4= (IP)

Velvetleaf / Abutilon theophrasti / Kinajute
{47 (IP)

White goosefoot / Chenopodium album / Hvidmelet Gasefod

sigolz



